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Comments on Motoreycle Iravel in the Middle East and Forth Africa

—

A motoreycle trip by cne person, from Greece clockwise through
the countries bordering the Mediterrsnean Ses to Tangler, can be
an interesting and relatively safe venture provided certain comiitions
are met. The traveler should be well armed with a general understanding
of the people and natursl conditions and detalled information om the
avallability of food, wster, lodging, gasoline, and repalr services
elong a plaoned route. He should have encugh experience in thie type
of travel sc that be kmows himself snd his machine, and is sble to
make substantial repsirs oo both. Lastly he should have an opes,
friendly manner and "e way" with people whose langusge he does not
speak.

Hogtility betwsen the Arabd countries and Israel stiil disrupts
traffic between them. Whlle entrance into Israel is possible, with
subsequent travel to s non-Arab country, the ardinery tourist cannot
exter an Arab state directly from Israel. Arrangesents should be
mede to bypass Iasrsel altogether by sea or ailr or to enter snd leave
Israel through a neutral state,

Selection of a passable road is not & problem unless aress several
miles inland from the Mediterransan Sea ere to be covered. Most of the
trip can be sccomplished on tarmac or at leest on a "principal route”
with a prepared dirt surface, Adherance to estsblished routes also has
the advaniage of providing possidle essistance from othsr vehicles and
of avwolding the World War IT land mines thet are still erbedded in the
deserts of Egypt and Libya.

Toiz 18 an area of Mediterranean climate -- hot dry sumers snd
winters that are cool and molst with an occeasional snow. Summer can
be very uncomfortable at sea level in sny of these countries, and
Egypt and Libya are veritable cloudless Iinfernos requiring the consump-
tion of large quantities of salt and uster. Spring and fall present
ideal temperatures for trevel.

It is also an ares that hes seen much strife, poverily, snd lawless-
ness. There are many have-not people interested in a fart buck and with
little to lose by bresking the law. While & well-documented American
would probably be perscnally eafe and experience frequent evamples of
the traditional Arab hogpitality, he can expect to be "gtolen blind”
unless he has everything nailed down 2L hours & day. Certainly the
motercycle must be kept within sight Juring the day and must be
attended or locked up at night.
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Comments on Motorcycle Travel in the Middle East and North Africs

Hachinery is apt to need more maintenance in an ares where sand
is sabundant, both on the ground and in the 2ir, and where chuck holes are
frequent. The will and desire to tackle any mechanical teak far out-
shineg the Arsb's ability to complete it succezsfully, and much time
can be saved by seeking Americen, British, or French sivice on the
reliabllity of local service points, end especially by uging mechanics
of these nationalities., Travel off the beaten path by Westerners is
usually sccomplished in convoy of two or more vehicles,

The man machinery also requires special attention. In these
counirlies 1t works best if all meat and vegetables are well cocked,
all water boiled, and fresh fruits washed or peeled, Tinmed pastries,
timmed frulte, and bottled water from Western nations are expensive
but worth the price. Even with these precautiong s well-planned
medical kit is easential.

Az & general rule, planning a trip in the Arsb world requires n
greater sllowance for error than in the United Statez. One rust be
prepered for misinformetion, nonavailability of pramised services,
elimate excesses, and Interesting plsces that take more time than
anticipated to explore. For the two most critlcal items, weier and
gasoline, a safety factor of 30 to 4O percent at all times 1s suggested.
In this ares the unexpected may well become the rule,

Egso rosd meps are reporied to e svaileble for purcheagse oversess
for all of the route except Turkey. For most of North Africs, Shell
and Mlchelin road maps are alsc avellable, The enclosed Hallwag
Hotoring Map of Turkey wes purchased in Washington, D, C.
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